
prevent or minimize waste, pollution and more. The exhibition is scheduled for May 22nd and I hear all of the families from EIS will
be invited. So please mark this special date on your calendar. Good luck Grade Five. To all of the Grade Five families who attended
the Exhibition talk and who gave us feedback on the central idea, thank you.  We appreciate your involvement towards making
our exhibition a success. What else?  The students are busy preparing the script for the musical in June and I hear it’s based on
The Jungle Book. Wow! I can’t wait to see this performance.

Well there you go! Thank you for taking this walk with me, I hope it’s lifted your spirits!  Maybe we’ll do this again soon.

We are focusing on the student learner’s outcome and since we see home and school as one big team here are some ways you
could reinforce these qualities at home:

Caring: Students who are caring think about each other and make a positive difference to the lives of those within their
community and the environment.
Some ways you can help your child become a more caring person:
Remember the golden rule, show me donÕt tell me?
Model the caring behavior you would like to see in your child all the time. Being a good listener, using kind words and helping
each other all demonstrate to your child that you care about people. Maybe getting involved with a charity organization like the
Red Cross or saving an animal via the WWF.
Read stories based on kindness like the Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein or The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle. Discuss the acts
of kindness.  Appreciate, acknowledge and reward acts of kindness at home.

Open-Minded: An open-minded student understands that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
Some ways to develop this open-minded trait in your child:
Encourage your child to try new things- new foods, new games and new activities.
Expose your child to different festivals, celebrations and traditions by taking them to visit different events and taking part in
them.
Read stories about different cultures. Celebrate these differences by discussing and participating.
Encourage them to have friends from different parts of the world and have them take an interest in their cultural celebrations.
EIS has over 50 nationalities represented within the school.

Inquirers: Children are naturally curious people and we need to sustain this throughout their lives. Some ways you can help
your child become an inquirer:
Model being an inquirer. When asked a question and you donÕt know the answer take time to look for the answers in front of
your child. This will also demonstrate you being a lifelong learner.
Sit with your child and encourage areas of your childÕs interest through books, discussions or field trips.
At school we are teaching those skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research. Reinforce this at home while looking for
information from the internet, help your child to look for appropriate information and also try to instill the understanding that
some internet sites are not appropriate.

Reflective: Students who are reflective give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experiences.
Some ways to develop students who are reflective:
Spend some time reviewing your childÕs work, portfolios and reports and have discussions about areas of strengths and areas to
improve.  Set goals and reflect on them.
Reflect on holidays or outings to the beach, zoo or park or simply reflect on your day during dinner time.

Communicators: Students who are communicators are able to understand, communicate and express ideas and information
confidently.
Some ways you can help your child become a confident communicator:
One of the most important skills for a good communicator is to have good listening skills. One way to develop this at home is
by scheduling special times to sit and discuss your day at work and school.
Encourage your child to stay in touch with family and friends in your home country via email or by remembering to send special
occasion cards or write letters (this is so lost in this new generation of SMS and Email) or even by phone.
When working on homework, encourage your child to explain his/her answer to you.

Knowledgeable: Students who are knowledgeable can explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global
significance.
Some ways to help your child become knowledgeable at home:
Encourage your child to read books at home that correspond with the units being covered in school and engage them in
conversations about it. Explore with them and help them discover new knowledge about what they are learning. Do this in the
mother tongue if your childÕs English is basic.
Encourage areas of interest with books and activities, but also be sure to encourage them to explore other areas.
Encourage your child to become familiar with current events and to read the newspaper and watch the news when appropriate.

Principled: Students who are principled are honest with themselves and with others.
Some ways to help develop students who are principled at home:
Play team games, making rules and sticking with the rules.
Encouraging being a gracious loser is just as important as being a good winner.

Balanced: Students who are balanced understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve
personal well-being for themselves and others.
Some ways parents can help to develop balanced children at home:
Encourage your child to participate in a wide variety of activities.
Encourage a well balanced diet. Include your child in the planning of your menus at the weekend.
Ensure that you child gets a healthy balance of indoor and outdoor play time.
Be a role model of this attribute.
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Risk-Taker: Students who are risk-takers approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought; they
explore new roles ideas and strategies. They believe in themselves.
Some ways parents can help to develop students who are risk-takers at home:
Encourage them to try new things or attempt it. Reflect on how they felt trying something new. Celebrate the smallest success
when they try new things.
Be a role model.
A word of caution; be careful to explain to your child the difference between being a risk-taker by trying new things as opposed
to attempting dangerous things.

Thinkers: Thinkers work to solve problems. They imagine many solutions to a question or a challenge, make good decisions and
can predict the outcomes of their actions. They think creatively and critically.
Encourage your child to try to think of solutions to problems independently. Ask questions such as:
What are you going to do first?
How can we do this differently?
Tell me more about it.
What other ways can we show that?
Why do you think that?
How did you figure that out?
Pose real life problems, for example:
We are having visitors tonight, how can we fit 10 people round our dining table?
One Kg of apples cost $2:50, how much will I need to pay for 4 Kg? (during your grocery shopping time).

Thank you to all of the parents who attended our PYP information night in February. Our doors are open to all parents who may
have questions and queries about the program. You can just call and make an appointment.

We are currently reviewing our program of inquiry, our language arts and our math curriculum to ensure we are giving your child
the best possible education. As we get ready for our pre-authorization visit scheduled for early September we look forward to
working together with you to ensure that this school is one that is committed to excellence.

Upcoming Units of Inquiry:
KG1 I have a pet
KG2 All creatures great and small
G1 Going, Going, Gone!
G2 Weather Changes
G3 Water, water everywhere
G4 Caring, sharing, giving focus on sharing the world
G5 Exhibition

Until next time, remember that the important thing about teaching and learning is that it never ends. It is true that it takes
different pathways and looks different to different people. But in one way or another, the teaching and learning continues for
us all.



201 Ulu Pandan Road, Singapore 596468 Page 33Toll Free 1800-RAFFLES (1800 723 3537)http://www.eis.edu.sg

Art Week




