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International Dress and
Parade

It was overwhelming to see how
many students, parents, and staff
participated in the International
Dress day on Friday, October 26th.

Everyone was so proud to share
their roots by wearing the colors
of their flag or the National
costume of their countries. The
parade was a favorite for the young
students as they enjoyed showing
off their special costumes and
waving to family members and
visitors along the parade route.

International Week

Middle and High School students
and Booth sponsors did a
wonderful job displaying flags,
artifacts, drawings, dresses,
costumes, money, games, etc.
from their native country.

The Pre-School students had a
chance to take a look at the
displays with their teachers and
parents. Most of the young
students recognized their country
of origin as well as specific items
represented at the booths. The
Junior School teachers had their
students write specific information
into their International Week
Passpor ts  whereby they
searched for facts about each
country represented. It was a
great learning experience.

International Food
Festival

 Over sixty parents stepped in to
help set up what became a
fantastic International Food
Festival for ERIS students,
parents, and staff. The students
were so overwhelmed they did
not know what to choose first.
Everyone went away saying
“Wow, that was del icious”!

Cultural Booths

Visitors from Jakarta

Teachers and students
from Raffles International
Christian School in Jakarta,
Indonesia visited our
school on October 3 as
part of their educational
tour in Singapore. Our
Student Council Members
were on hand to give our
guests a tour of ERIS.

Visitors

The Administration and
teachers of Rajinibon School
in Bangkok, Thailand visited
our school on October 16.
Rajinibon is one of the most
prestigious schools of the
country that was established
in 1929 by H.R.H Princess
Walai Alongkom, daughter
of King Rama and Aunt of
the present King. The school
currently enrolls about three
thousand students. Every
year Rajinibon organizes
their Teachers Development
training in different countries
around October & this year
they were very keen to visit
outstanding schools in
Singapore.

ERIS administrators met with
the visitors and gave them an
overview of our school
programs and they toured
our premises after an
exchange of gifts.

Visitors from Bangkok

 International Cultural
Show

An amazing collection of dances
and songs were performed by our
very own ERIS students and staff
for the International Cultural Show
presented on Thursday, October
25th. India, America, Japan, and
Indonesia were represented
through dances. French songs
performed by the Junior school
students highlighted the country of
France. A dynamic rap was
presented by the Year 6 students
who had not only created the
actions to the song, but also
created the music and lyrics.
Our Pre-School students presented
the beautiful song entitled “The
World is a Rainbow” and the Junior
School students sang the heart
touching song “We Are The World”
as the MSHS students and visiting
parents/guests joined in singing
the lyrics as well.

The two entertaining Masters of
Ceremonies, Kate and Mac, kept
the show going at a very good
pace. What amazing energy
displayed during the show!
Congratulations to those who
decorated the stage and a big
thank you to the family who let us
borrow their collection of flags.

Visitors from Korea

A g r o u p  o f  f i f t e e n
administrators from the Korean
Ministry of Education from all
provinces including Seoul
visited our school on October
16. They were interested in
hearing our administrators give
them an overview of the
educational and pastoral
programs our school has to
offer.

For Your Calendar

Two changes of dates in term 2
calendar:

November 6, Science Night for
Middle and High School –
postponed to May with JS event

Dec. 14: Parent/Teacher
conference day – postponed to
January 11

Student Services – How May We Help You?

* Fee Payments – the next instalment of fees was due on 5 November 2007. Please be prompt in your payment
  of fees so that your child’s academic lessons will not be interrupted.
* Locker Rentals – at the request of many of our students, lockers have been rented and are available on campus
  for $75.00 only for the rest of the school year. These are very popular with the Middle and High School students
  who have to carry so many books and supplies.
* Attendance Tracking – please advise us if your child is sick or will not be able to come to school. We will take
  note and advise their teachers on the daily attendance report.
* Bookshop –our bookshop is temporarily closed. Contact Student Services for information pertaining to books
 and supplies and where you can purchase books until our new shop opens in January
*Uniforms and Bus Transport -- concerns? Let us know and we’ll investigate on your behalf.

Call us at 6536-6566 between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm daily and ask for Student Services.
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Back to School Night
We had our first Back to School Night at
ER International School on August 24
2007.

Parents were invited to their children’s
classrooms to meet the Form teachers
and to get a brief overview of the Year’s
syllabus and the rules and expectations
in the classroom and in the school.

Year 5 students took a
trip to the Butterfly and
Insect Kingdom in
Sentosa to get a good
look at the life cycles of
various insects that they
had been studying as
part of their program of
inquiry. The field trip was
a befitting culmination to
the learning of their topic
- life cycles.

Among other things, the
students saw the various
stages of the life cycle
of a butterfly. According
to  Lawrence  and
Summer, this was a
great experience, and

their best field trip so far.
David: “ I  l iked the
scorpion when it was on
my hand.”

Keng and Darrel liked
handl ing the rhino
beetle. Nicole said, “I
loved touching the
butterf l ies and the
scorpion.”

Zion added, “I liked
touching the green
snake. It had so many
muscles!”

H a n n a h  e n j o y e d
watching the pupa
hatching into beautiful
butterflies.

Namasta from the Junior School

What a busy month we have had with International
Week being the highlight of the month.

During the week we researched the role of the
UN and looked at some of the achievements that
UNICEF has had with helping children around
the world.

We discussed internationalism and what makes
a person international and we found out it was
definitely not someone who travels a lot!
We made posters and flags of our countries and
we celebrated in different ways the cultures and
the diversity of nationalities here at ERIS.
As Bushra, our Junior School Council President
, said in her speech “we have a mini UN right
here at our school” and that the “world could learn
from us to live in harmony .”

As you walk around the classrooms there is a
definite learning buzz and anyone can see all the
students engaged in classroom activities, learning
about the environment, where energy comes
from, what the rights of children are, the vast
universe and this wonderful planet we call home,
and the effects of advertising in our lives!  It’s a
fun learning world here!

Our assemblies are getting very exciting. Drop
by some morning to hear a fantastic bit of poetry
composed by the students or see a budding star
in action! Our assemblies happen each morning
at 8:20 in Block C1 foyer.
The CCAs are a very exciting time too. Students
are well involved in all of the activities.
We are all looking forward to the various after
school clubs , the Junior school musical and the
swimming program scheduled to begin in
November.

Next week is Deepavali and we take this
opportunity to wish all of our Indian Families
“Dewali Mubarrak”. At ERIS we will be celebrating
this festival of lights with the students enacting
the story of the Ramayana on Wednesday, 7th
November.

Year 2 are having a fantastic term and I am
thoroughly enjoying being their teacher this
year. We have started our new Program Of
Inquiry looking at Habitats. To begin our inquiry
we visited the Bukit Timah nature reserve and
saw animals and plants in their habitats.
We were all so excited because we saw a
lizard, a monkey and then it started to rain.
Some of the children in our class were very
relieved by the end of the trip to rest and have
a well-deserved ice-cream.

The children were thrilled that I went to the
pet shop and came home with two tiny
terrapins. They are adored by all and we are
hoping they will grow into much larger terrapins.
The children in the class get to take our pets’
home and write about the overnight visitors in
a journal. Some of the children in the class
have even created an ant’s habitat in the
playground. We are looking forward to sharing
the rest of the year together

2Year
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Dove “Peace Messages”

ERIS staff sent home peace doves for
parents and children to write messages.
The students were very proud to share
their messages with others before we hung
them in the canteen area.

 Pre-School & Junior
School Student Work

The Pre-School students colored world
maps and created beautiful “papier
maché” globes with their teachers. They
also brought in “show-n-tell” items from
home representing their country of
origin.
All Junior School students drew and
painted their flags. They also shared
specific details about their country with
their classmates and learned more
about the United Nations and its
important purpose for the world.
Students also discussed the purpose
of UNICEF.
The Junior School students were also
asked to reflect on the weekly events
and write a paper about it.
It was wonderful to see how much they
learned and how much they enjoyed
learning about the culture of others.

 International Quilt

During their regular scheduled Art classes,
students were asked to create a special
drawing which was to become a section of
a beautiful quilt unveiled at the end of the
International Parade held on Friday, October
26th.

Year5



Middle & High Schools
It has been an eventful month at the Middle & High
schools. Many Grade 10 and 12 candidate students
were busy preparing for the IGCSE and the GCE AS
Levels this month while the rest of the schools were
taking the week long vacation. For the candidates, it
was back to the books and the labs! The laboratories
were busier than usual with the last few experiments
on hand for the students to practice their skills. The
written exams were also looming ahead. For most, it
was working through past year papers that were needed
practice for the written exams. All too soon, the practical
examination got underway right through the vacation.
The written papers followed in quick succession, as the
rest of students from the middle years and the Grade
11s came back from the week long vacation. The exams
are expected to continue all the way into the second
week of November.

Teachers at the High school were also busy pouring
over details of syllabuses and writing the course outlines
for the new International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IBDP). Many were seen working on the IB
Online Curriculum centre website, making notes on
resources and curriculum materials. The IBDP training
scheme also kicked into action this month with the first
batch of teachers and administrators attending the IB
workshops, and conferences during the first and second
week of the month. More teachers will be going for these
training workshops in the next few months as
preparations for the IBDP intensifies.

More teachers joined this month, making the full
complement to the present teaching team. The Head
of Middle & High Schools, Mr Banham started the
teachers on the early planning process for the mid term
examinations in December. Both Mr. Banham and Mr.
Yan are also working on ways to optimize and improve
class deployment with the additional new teachers on
board. An important goal that all teachers are working
towards is – to improve student learning through effective
and consistent teaching, planning and assessment. To
that end, Monday afternoons are set aside for teachers
in a meeting each week as an ongoing process to review,
plan, discuss and suggest improvements to various
aspects of class interactions, assessment, reporting,
curriculum and effective use of resources .
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What are you doing in
Student Council
meetings?

We are working! We meet every
week, to discuss all issues with
Mr. Banham. We are doing both
our basic task, which is
mediating between students and
management, and other things
such as  invent ing  and
organizing various events, like
the last Non-Uniform day, the
improvement of facilities and
development of new ones. We
also work on co-curricular
activities, according to students'
wants in this matter.

What is happening to the
money you raised
during the Non-Uniform
day?

As you all should know, the point
of the recent collection was to
support charity. We selected the
"World Vision" foundation, which
provides help to children in need
in th i rd-wor ld countr ies.

What are your other
ideas?

We intend to put more vibrancy
in our school life, through the
organization of more events, like
sporting competitions between
the Houses. Also, with more N-
U days and more extra-curricular
activities. More are coming soon!

Senior Student
Council
Q&A
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Junior School parents and guardians were invited
to learn more about their child’s curriculum and
the Primary Years Program on Thursday, October
11, 2007.

It was an exciting evening for the Junior School
Teachers and staff as they had the opportunity
to share the many stimulating activities that are
taking place in their classes. Through an
informative power point presentation and
interactive discussions, the parents became
more familiar with the curriculum in place in
Years 1-6 and the future plans for the school as
well. The evening ended with the parents visiting
the display tables and looking at the textbooks,
resource books, lesson overview charts, and
examples of manipulatives used in the
classrooms.

Parents walked away having a better
understanding of the strategies our teachers are
using and what they are teaching their children.

Who are the members?

Y7   Clancy & Do Hun
Y8   Macmillan & Le Wen
Y9   Kate & Brian (Treasurer)
Y10 Simon & Gerald
Y11 Sam (Secretary) &
       David(Vice President)
Y12 Khulan (President) &
       Theresia

What can I do?
Talk to your Student Council
reps!

Junior School Parent
Curriculum Night



Badminton CCA received
overwhelming response from
our students.

At the moment, we are focusing
on some basic footwork - how
to get to the net and back
quickly, and on some technical
skills such as rotating shoulders
and transferring of weight. The
students are very motivated, and
given such enthusiasm, surely
we’ll see some champions
coming from ERIS!!!

The CCA is run at the sports
hal l  every Tuesday and
Thursday for the MSHS and
Wednesday for the JS.

Student response:

“Badminton is fun and it allows
me to enjoy myself while
improving my Badminton skills!”
- Kate Cillekens (9E)

“Badminton is really interesting
and we are taught new
techniques. I really enjoy it!” –
Haavard (8E)

“I really enjoy my CCA because
I get to play with people of
different ages and abilities.” –
James Ciupa (8E)

“The Badminton CCA teaches
us a lot of new skills. I have
become a better player , thanks
to the weekly training routines.”-
 Dennis Cheah

Adventure in Fatherhood
 (organized by Centre for Fathering)

This is a father-child bonding camp
designed to help fathers build closer
relationships with their children
through challenging adventure
learning activities.

Date: Nov 23 - 24, 2007 (Fri - Sat)

Camp Fee: $390 per pair
        (father with ONE child only.
         Age: Year 1 to Year 7)

A minimum 10 pairs to commence
each camp

Venue: OBS - East Coast Campus
            (East Coast Parkway)

Call Irene at 6252-8408 or
email at Irene@fathers.com.sg
to register
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After a hesitant start, co-curricular activities for Middle and High
School have been enthusiastically supported by almost all
students, which is really encouraging for all of us. Activities cover
a range of interests and involve students of all ages.

In the sporting category, Badminton remains very popular,
followed by table tennis. Cricket has a loyal and growing group
of players, excited by their new equipment. Active CCA’s are
also supported by the dance/cheerleading and aerobics fans,
while a smaller group enjoys playing Frisbee.

For the less energetic, activities like make-up artistry (now on
Friday) have drawn in some determined enthusiasts. Similarly,
the Art club and the Robotics group continue to offer quite a
different kind of experience to their committed members.
We constantly strive to add novelty and new learning experiences
to the CCA’s we offer and the number and variety will continue
to expand.

School no:  6536 6566
Fax: 6536 6866
Address: 201 Ulu Pandan
              Singapore 596468
E-mail: enquiries@eris.edu.sg
Website: www.eris.edu.sg

EUREKA MOMENTS

The story was told that about 2000
years ago, the king of Syracuse gave
a certain amount of gold to a craftsman
to make an exquisite crown for him.
When the crown was made, the king
suspected that the craftsman had mixed
the gold with other metal and kept some
gold for himself. Archimedes was given
the difficult task of determining if the
crown was pure gold or not. However,
he was given the option of melting the
crown. No solution came to Archimedes
for days and he was greatly troubled.

One day, as he was going down into
the bathing pool he observed that the
amount of water which flowed outside
the pool was equal to the amount of
his body that was immersed. The idea
struck him that the water displaced by
the crown would be the same amount
as the water displaced by an equal
amount of pure gold. As the story goes,
Archimedes was moved with delight,
leapt out of the pool and ran home
naked, yelling triumphantly, “Eureka!”
“Eureka!” (Greek word for I have found
it!)

Like Archimedes, we face problems in
life. At times, we feel life has given us
a raw deal or we get ourselves in
situations where we are mentally
stressed or emotionally distressed.
Whichever ways we turn, we find
ourselves mire in misery or immobilize
by fear. Like Archimedes, we are
troubled for days, if not weeks. As a
resul t ,  our  grades nosedive,
relationships deteriorate and our health
suffers. Strangely enough, like
Archimedes, our “Eureka” moments
may come at the least expected place,
time and event. It could be the lyric of

a song, a dialogue from a movie, a ride
on the school bus, a sermon, or a walk
in the park. All of a sudden, the maze
in our thoughts become crystal clear
and we free ourselves from the
entangled emotions.

Fortunately, for Archimedes, his
problem didn’t stop him from carrying
on with his daily activities, like taking
a bath. Otherwise, his “Eureka” moment
may have never come to him. Likewise,
when you are experiencing difficult
times, continue your daily activities like
attend school, do your home work,
regular exercise or personal grooming.
Who knows when and where your
“Eureka” moment may come!

In addition, I would like you to consider
the following as potential birthing places
for “Eureka” moments: a chat with a
teacher, a talk with the School
Counsellor, participation in a local or
international community project by
YMCA, a skiing trip with your family,
Sunday evening dinner with your
parents, a CCA or sport or a good book.

Parents, I would like to suggest two
things which could help your children
experience that “Eureka” moment. One,
eat dinner with your children at least
once a week. Two, plan a family trip
during the December break. Fathers,
you may want to consider the father-
child bonding camp in November. My
wish for you is that your children would
be able to tell your grandchildren that
they experienced their “Eureka”
moments while they were with you.

by Charlie Ong
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S c h o o l
C o u n s  e l o r

Update
to school policies:

Korea Ski trips
(16 – 22 Dec 2007)

Two different packages:
1. Y Korea Ski @ Yongpyong (For
families. From $2,100 + tax)

2. Y Ski Camp @ Daemyung (For
students Yr 10 – Yr 12. From $1,550
+ tax)

Yongpyong is a premium 5-Star ski
resort. This is recommended for
students (Yr 1 to 9) who want to
holiday with their parents. Great for
family bonding.

Y Ski Camp @ Daemyung is a highly
affordable programme for students
as Daemyung ski resort is a no-frills
facility. It is the perfect choice for first
t ime skiers with no prior ski
experience to learn skiing affordably.
This is more than a learn-to-ski camp,
it offers the unique opportunity of
home-stay and cultural exchange with
Korean youth.

Call Jacqueline Tan at 6430 2218 or
email at jacqtan@ymca.org.sg for
more information and application
form.

Middle and High School CCA



Dear Parents,

We are calling on ERIS parents to come forward to join a parent group supporting our efforts in providing our
students with the best possible educational experience.

The support group will play an important role in organizing activities, fundraisings, curriculum-based programs,
and social events, all vital to a school’s success.

ERIS Parent Support Group (EPSG) will be organized around two committees:

Committee # 1:  School events.
 Goals:  Supporting ERIS activities, projects, and fundraising actions for

     the benefit of the School and the community.

Committee # 2:  Outreach.
 Goals:  Assisting with the development of the School, promoting a good
           image of the School, and providing a link between the School and the community.

We invite you to volunteer and indicate the committee in which you wish to participate either in a leadership
role and/or as a regular member. The frequency of meetintgs will be decided at the first EPSG meeting.
Regular meetings will be held once a month on average for 2 hours maximum in length, additional meetings
to be announced according to project/event at hand.

Thank you

F. Renson
Principal

Name(s): ______________________________      ______________________________

Parents of _______________________________________________  in Year(s) _________,

Committee selected: ____ School events   Leadership role ____

____ Outreach        Member(s) ____

    
_____________________________ ___________
Signature(s) Date

The number-one reason to join the Parent Support Group is to benefit your child. In doing so, you also
help the school.  There are many more advantages. 

Here are just a few:

Get Connected. 
There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your child’s school.

Discover Great Resources. 
The PSG will offer a variety of programs designed for parents as well as students.

Tap into a Network. 
Parenting is not easy—it helps to share ideas, concerns and experiences with other parents and educators
in the community. 

PSG functions
are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rapport and discussing issues that are on your
mind.

Watch Yourself Grow. 
By volunteering with EPSG, you gain valuable experiences. It’s an opportunity to put your skills and hobbies
to good use for a good cause—your child and all children in the community.

Witness Improvement. 
By getting involved at your child’s school you’ll be part of the solution, helping make positive changes. 

Be a Role Model.
By becoming a PSG member, you’ll be demonstrating to your child the importance you place on education.


