On Friday 30 November, E R International School hosted
‘Campus on 938Live’. Campus on 938LIVE is the only youth
radio forum in Singapore that broadcasts live from a different
campus every alternate Friday and gets the members of the
future generation talking about the issues that matter.

It's essentially a lively chat between usually 4 panelists and
the student audience, moderated by host Daniel Martin, a
full-time radio presenter of the station. At E R International
School, an audience of Y10, 11 and 12 students discussed
the topic of ‘Defining Singapore Culture’ and explored what
Singapore Culture meant to them. Student questions were
fielded by special guests Dr Robin Loon, an assistant
professor of Theatre Studies at the National University of
Singapore and Mr Ki-Ern, the Editor of LIME Magazine,
together with E R panelists Mr Brendan Lake, a mathematics
teacher married to a Malay-SIingaporean and Y12 student
Anuj Khosla, who has lived in Singapore since the age of 2.

To learn more about the programme, and listen to our
students’ comments, visit
http://www.938live.sg/programming.aspx?Editorial_Id=5392 for past
topics, podcasts, etc.

E R INTERNATIONAL GOES
POPULAR!

We are pleased to announce that Popular Book Co will be
establishing a branch location opening in January 2008 at ERIS.
Look for text books, paperbacks, novels, stationery and
multimedia items as well as ERIS uniforms in the New Year.
Join us at the Grand Opening on 11 January 2008. It's going
to be a “Popular” place!

STUDENT SERVICES REMINDERS

Taking a long holiday? Please let Student Services know if your
child/ward will not be returning to school on 7 January after the
holidays and the expected date of return.

Moving? Please update your address with Student Services.
Fees. The final instalment of fees for 2007 — 2008 is due
before 3 March 08. Please be prompt with your payment.
Invoices will be mailed home in late January (see note above
regarding address changes).

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday season.

Student Services

A LEGACY FOR POSTERITY -
Give a book on your birthday

Christmas is a season of giving and
sharing. | would like to take this opportunity
to introduce the Birthday Gift Book
Programme which invites each member
of staff to give a book to the library on his
or her birthday. The philosophy behind
this is to give a book for posterity so that
all generations (past, present & future) will
know of the things you loved and liked.
We would like very much to extend this
spirit of generosity to the students and
teaching staff of ERIS , whereby , together
we can build a very special library. It will
not be just another library but a library of
legacies for posterity.

Books donated under this programme will
be placed in a Special Collection, with a
message from you in the inside cover.
Much like the proverbial message in a
bottle but more poignant...'85.. It, surely,
will be more than a birthday gift. It shall
be a legacy for posterity, a treasure that
money cannot buy.

Mr. Gary, Librarian.

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Title: How to have a Beautiful Mind
Author: Edward de Bono
Sypnosis

In “How to have a Beautiful Mind”, Edward
De Bono, the inventor of lateral thinking,
introduces an exciting new way to develop
your thinking skills that will help change
your life. Regardless of your looks, you
can be beautiful if you’re a good thinker
with a creative and imaginative mind. In
this book, de Bono explains how our mind
can be improved by applying lateral and
parallel thinking skills to conversation.

Shelf Location : Young adult non-fiction

Call number: Y 158.1 BON
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E R International Founders’ Day

On November 16, 2007, E R
International School celebrated
its first Founders’ Day. The
program of festivities started with
a speech from our two Student
Council Presidents, Ms. Kulan
Bayarmunkh and Ms. Bushra
Zafreen Amin who shared their
views on internationalism at ERIS,
the student councils, and all
school events organized since
ERIS creation. A message
highlighting our achievements
and the leap forward we envision
for our students and our school
was delivered by our keynote
speaker, Dr. Joseph Pious,
Deputy CEO of Raffles Campus.

We were given the opportunity to
look at the near past and the
bright future of our young
establishment with an
entertainment program
comprising of drama, music and
dance selections offered by some
of our multi-aged and very
talented students. And finally, we

rewarded twenty students who
proudly received awards and
certificates for writing the first
pages of success at E R
International School during last
academic year. The selection
process was not easy in some
cases as a lot of students
deserved acknowledgment.
Nevertheless selected students
shared awards in the following
categories: Creativity, Citizenship,
Most Academically Improved
Students, and last but not least
the Chairman’s Award which was
given to the one High School
student, Ms. Ariunaa
Bayarsaikhan who best
personified Academic and
Social Achievement last year.

A good time was had by all,
parents, students, and staff and
we are looking forward to
rewarding even more students
next year at the next Founders’
Day celebration.

Parent - Teacher Conference Day: Friday, January 11, 2008

The day will be a half-day for students who will go home at 12:00PM
From 1:00PM to 6:30PM, parents will have an opportunity to meet their children’s teachers.

Please call the school and ask for Ms. Cheryll on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, January 7 to 9 to set up an

appointment with the teachers.

Message from the
Principal

Dear friends,

In just a few days, the joys of the end
of the year celebrations will be upon
us at the conclusion of this first “half”
of the year.

At this time, | sincerely thank all
students, parents, guardians, teachers,
and staff who helped us make the first
semester of this academic year a
success.

On behalf of all the faculty, staff, and
students at E R International School, |
am delighted to wish all of you in our
extended School Community a most
pleasant and well-deserved vacation,
an enjoyable “Happy Holidays”, and a
peaceful and prosperous New Year.
School resumes again at the usual time
on Monday morning, January 7, 2008.

Warm regards and compliments of the
season to you all!

Francis Renson
Principal

Report Cards for the first Semester will be mailed to you after the 14th of December.
Please forward any change of address to Students Services prior to that date. Thank you.

UAE | Singapore | India | China | Hong Kong | Indonesia | Vietham
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Deepavali

Diwali is derived from the Sanskrit
word “Deepavali” which means “rows
of lights” hence its also called the
festival of lights.

On the night of Deepavali Hindus will
light their homes with oil lamps and
draw colorful “rongoli” designs. The
rongoli designs are drawn by the front
door for the guests who will be visiting
and also to welcome the goddess of
wealth.

People use flour, rice paste, and sand
to make these designs.

Many people believe that Diwali
signifies the triumph of good over evil
however it also signifies the start of
the new business year for the
business community among Indians.

On Diwali the Hindus will begin their day
with a visit to the temple or have a prayer
ceremony in the house to the Goddess
of wealth.

Hindus will wear new clothes, exchange
gifts, play with fire crackers and pray in
the evening.

Diwali is usually celebrated over three
days. Food is a big part of the celebration
with a big focus on sweets, mostly made
from milk.

There are many legends associated with
this celebration. But what ever the
reason, Diwali is a favorite festival for
the Indians and it is celebrated with a
lot of pomp and fervour.

Star Class of the Week

Friday mornings in the Junior School keep getting more and more exciting!

In addition to the individual “Caught Doing Something Great” certificates, there are
now more challenges ............. one being to reach the star!

Congratulations to the many students who are able to keep their cubbies/desk area
clean & tidy as well as display proper behaviour & maintain the proper dress code
while at school (in and out of the classroom).

In order to encourage this throughout the Jr. School, we started a “Super Star” award
system November 2nd in order to recognize one class each Friday during the morning
assembly who has achieved the following criteria to the best of their ability throughout

that particular week:
* Displaying Good behaviour
* Correct Dress Code
* Tidy Class

* Walking inside the building and in the hallways
* Respecting their teacher and classmates
* Working to the best of their academic abilities

Any class to receive THREE “Super Star” awards will receive a “free dress day” and
a special activity with Mrs. Renson and their Homeroom teacher (maybe a fun activity

in the gym).

Join us Friday mornings to see which class will receive the SUPER STAR award of

the Week!
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ERIS Parents Coffee Club

On Wednesday, 21st November at 8:30
am Pre-School & Junior School volunteer
moms Mrs. Downie and Mrs. Van Breugel
hosted ERIS’ first Parents Coffee Club.
Around 25 parents gathered in the school
auditorium and enjoyed light refreshments
with coffee and tea. It was an excellent
opportunity to meet other ERIS parents
new to Singapore as well as gain insight
from those parents who have lived in
Singapore for up to ten years or more. A
round robin discussion allowed the
participants to share “their stories” and it
was so enlightening to find out that “we’re
not the only ones trying to find a niche in
Singapore”. Regardless of our
nationalities, it is not easy uprooting your
family and settling into a new place. The
amount of information, support,
recommended resources, and an insight
to what’s happening around Singapore
proved to be very valuable among the
parents.

The volunteer mom’s had specific goals
in mind and | believe they should receive
an A+ for meeting their objectives:

E- Excellent way to meet others
R- Resources

I- Information

S- Support

We wish to extend a heartfelt THANK
YOU to both Mrs. Downie and Mrs. Van
Breugel and to all of the Pre-School and
Junior School parents who were able to
attend!

ERIS Coffee Club Pre-School & Junior
School parents are now looking forward
to meeting Middle & High School parents
interested in joining them next time!

More information coming soon!

At the end of November
the Pre-School celebrated
the centenary of
Montessori education. It is
100 years since the first
Montessori school in the
world opened.

The children marked this
event by holding a
sponsored walk around the
school grounds as well as
a cake and cookie sale.
Our Pre-School children
walked and walked — and
managed between 2,000
and 3,000 steps each.
They raised the fantastic
amount of over S$2,000!
(We are still collecting
donations at time of
printing) This money will
be donated to a charity in
Chiang Rai, Northern
Thailand which is providing
Montessori schooling for
disadvantaged Hill Tribe
children.

At the same time we had
an open house and invited

the Junior School and
visitors to come and

view our photo display of
Montessori through the
ages. Again, the money
raised through coffee sales
and donations contributed
to the Hill Tribe funds.

We are so proud of our Pre-
School children, they really
put a great deal of effort and
enthusiasm into this event
and can tell you all about
where the money raised is
going and how it will help
other children.

We had a wonderful time
and wish to thank the Junior
School and all parents and
friends who helped and
supported us. What an
overwhelming response!
We have some extremely
generous parents and
friends. Thank you for
helping to make this such a
fantastic success.

We are already thinking
about what we can do next
time to continue to help the
Hill Tribe children!

Senior School IGCSE Art Themed units are the basis
of all IGCSE examinations, so in preparation Years
9 and 10 classes are based on central themes which
allow the students to explore an idea in great depth.

The theme of ‘Wheels’ saw my son’s old bicycles
taking up residence in the art studio and being studied
in detail by Year 9 students. A sense of panic crossed
their faces at the thought of drawing a whole bicycle,
but the use of a view finder soon filled the artists with
confidence. Their completed drawings with textured
surfaces were also studied through a view finder and
slowly lost all resemblance to bicycles as they
developed into abstractions. Studies of other artists’
work introduced the students to Dadaism, Combines,
Futurism and the early still photography of Eadweard
Muybridge. Their final project this term is to give a
2D image a sense of movement in the style of the
Futurists. In the collection we have a golf swing, a
kite, a bouncing ball, a bungee jumper and several
dancers and runners, but you have to study the
images carefully to see beyond the lines and colour
to see the movement

For the last three months, Year 10 have taken
inspiration from ‘Feet and Shoes’. Their early works
were observational studies of their own foot wear,
using a wide range of different media. Then things
started becoming surreal with the students working
with chicken feet. Inspired by the works of the surrealist
artists, the students developed a painting, the only
criteria was that it had to include a chicken’s foot!
Creativity abounded - check out the display outside
the studio. Soon to be added is the CSC (Crazy Shoe
Collection). Recycling or modifying an old shoe or
developing a shoe from paper mache, our students
have turned into shoe designers with a touch of
surrealism. A spider, a giraffe, Noah’s Ark and a fast
food meal, each is taking form as a shoe.

EXCELSIOR - Towards Excellence
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Chairman’s Award Winner
Ms Ariunaa Bayarsaikhan

I’'m Ariunaa and | came to Singapore last
October from Ulaanbaatar, the capital city
of Mongolia. My very first impression of
Singapore was that of Changi Airport
when | landed at 6 oclock in the morning
— huge, bright and clean with all the
modern trappings of an electronic age.
The first thing that hits me was the
humidity — the air was heavy and still. |
had to labour hard to breathe! And the
heat builds up quickly during the day. |
was quite surprised that the weather was
so different from where | came.
But | like Singapore because it's a very
multiracial society and its people are
friendly and helpful. There are no waiting
for things to happen — it is so efficient.
There is so much greenery and the tall
trees have such a variety of beautiful
leaves. There is such fascination about
food in Singapore that | am tempted to
try as many as | can when | have the time
to go out with friends. Singapore is so
connected with its neighbours that it is
easy to travel to many interesting places
in Asia. | would love to travel around the
region if | have the time!

But | still miss my country — the snowball
fights, the fresh water in the streams,
cycling, the four seasons, the cool
weather, rainbows, horses, the natural
beauty of the land and grass; the sunrise

The two Student Councils meet to discuss and plan common activities

C a
U

and sunsets in the sky and the vastness of
space! | missed friends, family and especially
my brothers back home. Also, the mountain
climbing, brilliant fireworks in celebrations,
the open fires and laughter with friends.

| am proud of Mongolia — it is vast and
beautiful land with clear blue sky and
hospitable people. Mongolia is well-known
by its rich history: great rulers such as
Chinghis Khan and Ugudei Khan. As a
people, we managed to preserve our tradition
and customs in spite of globalization and
modernization.

| went to a Russian school called “Raduga”
which means “rainbow”. Academic subjects
were taught in Russian and then later they
made the transition in medium of instruction
to Mongolian and finally, into English. Russian
is widely spoken but English is gradually
becoming a second language. Other
languages such as Korean, Japanese,
German and French were also taught. We
wrote in the cyrillic alphabet though the
classical Mongolian script is still used.
Mongolians value and care a lot about
education and so the literacy rate is high.
My plan is to complete Year 12 with the A
levels and apply to a university and possibly
read psychology, the humanities, media &
communications studies, hospitality or
mathematics. | have not yet made up my
mind but | do want to make sure it is
something | would love to do and that is
satisfying as a lifelong career.But it will be

lendar

pdate

a job that allows me to move from
place to place and not bound to
the office. | would then be able to
continue to experience as many
different cultures as | work.

I love E R as students come from
many different countries. The
school is still growing and | am
proud to be among the first batch
of students here.
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IB Diploma Information Evening

On Wednesday 28 November, ERIS presented an
information evening for the International Baccalaureate
Diploma programme. E R International School is a
candidate school* for the Diploma programme. The
school is pursuing authorization as an 1B World School.
These are schools that share a common philosophy—
a commitment to high quality, challenging, international
education that E R International School believes is
important for our students.

Information about the Diploma Programme was
presented by Mr. David Banham, Head of Middle and
High School, who has a number of years’ experience
of the programme. Parents and students from Y9 &
Y10 attended the meeting, together with some
prospective new parents. The audience learnt more
about the broad and challenging programme, designed
for students between the ages of 16 and 19, to prepare
them for university and college-style studies. The
programme provides an alternative to A-levels, which
E R International School presently offers.

*Only schools authorized by the International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) as IB World Schools
can offer any of its three academic programmes: the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle Years
Programme (MYP), or the Diploma Programme.
Candidate status gives no guarantee that authorization
will be granted.

For further information about the IBO and its
programmes, visit http://www.ibo.org.

Middle & High Schools

Four months into the school year and life in the
Middle and High school sections continue to be
as fast and furious as ever. Daily activities are
multiplying and students are engaging in an ever-
increasing range of academic and non-academic
pursuits. It's hard to mention everything, but here’s
a brief summary. More details and pictures can be
found on other pages.

Students’ concern for the less fortunate is
demonstrated by various fund-raising events which
are currently focused on aid to the victims of the
cyclone in Bangladesh. Efforts by the Student
Council include non-uniform fund-raising days and
seasonal message cards. A special appeal by
class 8R to make a line of money around the
cafeteria raised nearly $200 (See photo below)

Outside the classroom, CCA’s have continued to
attract the sporty and artistic, while new clubs have
brought fresh opportunities for students to swim,
play team games, create art-work, make music or
be very dramatic before going home to rest (and
work!).

On the subject of work, exams have loomed large
for almost every student since the second term
began. Y11 and 12 were busy with IGCSE, AS
and A-levels until late November, but now it’'s the
turn of the other years to feel the pressure of
revision and concentrated writing as the Semester
exams begin. The results, and comments on the
first Semester, will reach you soon after school
closes on December 14.

Finally, a first for ERIS was ‘recorded’ as we hosted
a live radio discussion on ‘Defining Singapore
Culture’, in which students in Y10 and above had
their say on this absorbing topic. Full details
elsewhere, with a link to hear for yourself what
ERIS students think about the culture of our host
country.

Our very best wishes go to you all for a safe and
happy holiday. We look forward to meeting many
of you at our parent conferences in January.

EXCELSIOR - Towards Excellence
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Sports and Clubs

Clubs are now established for Art, Music
and Drama. In each area there are clubs
for students in years 1-3, 4-6 and 7-12.

The Art Club, under the direction of Ms
Serene Yang, meets in the Art room B-
21 as follows: Monday Y1-3, Tuesday
Y4-6 and Wednesday Y7-12. The
Monday club is the most popular with 13
enthusiastic members.

The Music clubs, with Dr. Casteels in
charge, meet in the Music Room as
follows: Monday Y1-12 the Ensemble
and Tuesday Y1-12 the Singing Group,
which has nearly 20 keen singers from
a wide range of year levels.

Drama clubs, directed by Ms Janice
Chan, meet in the Auditorium as follows:
Monday Y7-12, Tuesday Y4-6 and
Wednesday Y1-3. Nearly 30 students
attend these sessions and enjoy an
active performance session each week.

On November 29th, during recess time,
the students involved in Semester |
Cheerleading CCA’s were eager to show
what they had learned during the club
sessions.

Hip-Hip-Hurray!

After School Sports Clubs

Our After-School Sports Clubs are now in full swing with more than
one hundred thirty five students attending our after school activities:
swimming, soccer, basketball, cricket, badminton, and cheerleading.

As a matter of fact, the Soccer and Basketball clubs were so
successful that we divided the participants and offered those clubs
on two additional days. It is expected that the other After-School
Sports Clubs will continue to grow, such as Badminton which is
nearly full already while Cricket is also picking up new students
every week.

As a reminder, there are still some positions open in some of the
After-School Sports Clubs so students are highly encouraged to fill
out the required forms and turn them in as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment if a club is full.

We remind parents who have not done so as of yet that they must
provide a medical note of good health for their children participating
in clubs that require it.

E R International School opened its beautiful pool to students the
week of November 5th. The first class to hit the water was Year 3
followed by other Junior School, Pre-School, Middle and High School
students....

Our Swim Coaches and Physical Education teachers strive to create
an environment that fosters an enjoyment and love of swimming
while teaching skills that give the confidence and knowledge helping
children to be safe in an aquatic environment.

Our approach helps students confront fear, leading to confidence
and comfort in the water and our goal is to encourage each student
to develop and refine swimming fundamentals to enjoy a lifetime of
success in the water.

In case you did not know, swimming has high aerobic value, quickly
burns calories, and is a great cross training fitness routine too. As
with most sports, learning and perfecting a good swimming style
when young, makes swimming for aerobic effectiveness a lifelong
and enjoyable exercise.

A variety of skills have already been introduced to our students
during the first month of our Swimming program and these skills
will continue to be perfected as the year continues. And we don’t
stop there. We have also started the After-School Swimming Club
where students are able to perfect stroke development, breathing
technique skills, in addition to increasing their strength and speed.
Future plans include identifying good swimmers to form ERIS’ Swim
Team. Stay tuned for more news “from the water”.

Time to get wet now!
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Parenting with Confidence
Workshops by Focus on the Family

6-12 YEARS AGE GROUP

Workshop 1

Time/Date:

Saturday afternoons (3.30 - 5.30pm) Feb
16, 23, Mar 1, 8, 29, Apr 5 (2008)
Venue:

Blk 177 Bukit Batok West Ave 8
Contact:Ms Yeoh So Mei, Tel: 9773 0131,
Email: yeohomei@gmail.com

13-19 YEARS AGE GROUP

(Teens Module)

Workshop 1

Time/Date:

Wednesday evenings (7.45-9.45pm) Jan
23, 30, Feb 13, 20, 27, Mar 5 (2008)
Venue:

Raffles Institution, No 1, Raffles Institution
Lane (Bishan)

Contact:Mr Gary Koh, Tel: 9451 3121,
Email: gary@lifecentre.org.sg

Workshop 2

Time/Date:

Tuesday evenings (7.30-9.30pm) Feb 19,
26, Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 (2008)

Venue:

Focus on the Family Singapore 9, Bishan
Place, Junction 8 Shopping Centre,
#08-03

Contact:Ms Shelen Ong,

Tel: 6491 0701/6336 1444,

Email: shelen@family.org.sg
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