Student Services

* Final instalment of fees for 2007 — 2008 was due on March 3 2008. If you have not yet paid the
fees, please contact Student Services immediately to avoid interruption to your child’s learning

* Re-enrolment fee for 2008 — 09 (to be deducted from the 1st instalment ) is due by 15 April 2008.
This is very important so that we can plan fozzr teachers and resources required for next year. With
long lead times to order books and resources from overseas, we need confirmation that you will
be continuing your schooling with E R International for the next school year. Please contact Student
Services for more details

* Book Fair @ ERIS — in conjunction with Reading Week (3 — 7 March 2008), numerous vendors
participated in the annual Book Fair delighting students with the variety of books available. Thank
you to all who supported this important event to promote reading and literacy amongst our students.

* Canteen Committee — We are still looking for parent volunteers to be involved in a school wide
Canteen Committee. Please let Ms Ellerby, General Manager know if you are interested in participating
in this wellness initiative. Next meeting is set for 10 April 2008 at 1:30pm in the library.

ERIS Library:

A Big Thank You To All Who Have So
Generously Contributed To The
Birthday Gift Program

If I had one wish

I'd plant it deep in brown earth

And watch as it pierced the loam

With a pointed spear

And grew into a magnificent tree.
- Janis Priestley, Just One

ERIS Open House!

On the 22nd and 23rd of February, ERIS
opened its doors to the community at its
first Open House of the academic year.
Visitors to the Open House were delighted
to see the students actively involved in the
Arts Week Festival activities on Friday the
22nd and were able to view the creative
work of students at all ages on Saturday
the 23rd. The Student Services team
conducted tours of the facilities and
answered questions relating to every
aspect of the School. Many visitors
commented on how friendly the staff and
students are, how welcoming ERIS “feels”,
and how teachers have captured the
creative spirit in students as they toured
the facilities.

Itis with the generous support of ERIS teachers,
parents and students that the Birthday Gift
Program is coming to fruition. The library’s
collection is growing into a magnificent tree and
our special thanks go to the following people
who have sogenerously and seffiessly contributed
to the program:

1) Ms Hilary Richardson

2) Ms Catherine Tan

3) Mr. & Mrs. Claude Moser

4) Mrs. Barbara Walters

5) Mr.Nick Aplin

6) Ms Miriam Mahapatra

7) Ms Leana Doray

8) Mr. V Balachandran

Let us know if you would like to get involved
in our next Open House event.
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Chinese New Year Celebrations

February 5th

In China, Chinese New Year is called the Spring Festival which
in actual fact starts a week before Chinese New Year, with the
practice of offering sweet candy and sticky cake to the Kitchen
God. The Kitchen God is sent from Heaven to each family to
take charge of family affairs and make an annual report to
heaven on January 23rd of what the family has done during
the past year.

E R INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

From January 24th to 29th, it is the preparation time for the
great festival. People are busy cleaning and decorating their
houses- sweeping away bad luck to make room for good luck,
and buying new clothes, delicious food and firecrackers.

The biggest event of Chinese New Year is the dinner served
the evening before New Year’s Day. The New Year’s Eve dinner
includes every family member and it is also customary to have
dumplings for this dinner. Dumplings symbolize wealth because
their shape is like a Chinese gold ingot.

On New Year’s Eve, parents used to stay up to prevent the
monster Sui from hurting their children. However, nowadays,
it is the children that stay awake to wish their parents longevity.

The celebrations of the New Year in Singapore, Malaysia, and
Indonesia are almost the same as in China. The only difference
is that people bring oranges, which symbolizes good luck, to
visit their relatives and people eat tossed fish salad, Yusheng
to celebrate the birthday of man.

Korean New Year celebration activities include all of the above
as well as visiting their departed ancestors at their burial sites.
The New Year Celebration in Mongolia is called the White Moon
Festival. It is different from other countries; young people visit
seniors and give them red packets and scarves to show respect.
Mongolians celebrate this day with eating buuz and dumplings.

Chinese New Year Performance
Student Speakers- Yap Lewen and Dhruv
Traditional Chinese, Korean, and Mongolian New Year songs
Live musical presentations
Peacock, Fan, Korean, Ribbon and Tai Chi Dances
Skits and Poems
Quiz questionnaire for the Audience with gift vouchers
Delicious refreshments provided by the ERIS parents

UAE | Singapore | India | China | Hong Kong | Indonesia | Vietham EXCELSIOR - Towards Excellence
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Our Trip to Sedili Besar

The atmosphere at 7.00 a.m. on
the morning of the 13th of February
at ERIS was definitely a rare one.
The whole of 7th grade had
gathered in front of the school to
leave for a school trip to Sedili
Besar, Malaysia. Excitement and
anxiety were the twin emotions
flowing through every individual at
the scene. As we boarded the bus
for Malaysia, no one expected to
go through three of the most
enjoyable days of our lives. Listed
below are the some of the most
touching and unforgettable
moments of our trip.

A short while after we arrived, we
went down to the gorgeous rocky
seashore. With my first steps on
the shore | experienced a moment
of great tranquility where nothing
else existed except me and the
deep blue sea. It was an amazing
sight, truly! However to destroy this
splendid sight was a much larger
picture. Litter such as plastic bags,
glass bottles and slippers clouded
the seashore. What was hard to
believe was that all this was the
work of us humans. If you looked
closely enough on that seashore |
am sure you would have seen the
plants and animals living in that
demanding environment dying, and
us humans slowly and steadily
murdering them in a cruel,
merciless manner.

On the way back to Singapore, we
stopped at a small mangrove. The
place was deserted when we saw
it from the bus. All was quiet and
the air was still when we set foot
in the area. However there was a
sense of life in the silence that
received us. The beauty of the eco-
system had not been destroyed
and there were no signs of humans
visiting the area for a while. The
gigantic roots of the mangroves
and the tiny crabs and mud-
skippers scuttling around were
definitely a peculiar sight for us
city-kids. Our guide also told us
that the strangely shaped mounds
of sand we all had stepped on were
the homes of a creature known as
the mud lobster. This was a huge
surprise to all of us. Just think about

living in a house that had a 90%
chance of getting demolished the
next time humans visited!!! The idea
was simply extraordinary. After a
brief talk on the mangroves we set
off to our next destination...
Panti Rainforest.

At Panti rainforest, lustrous
evergreen trees swallowed us as
they surrounded us on either side
while we trekked up-hill, observing
the unique environment. The sight
around us was so peaceful that even
a hushed whisper seemed
destructive to the eerie stillness in
the forest. The rainforest had no
litter and the fresh forest air
welcomed us with open arms, but
all this was because the forest was
a protected area. Do you think its
state would have been the same
had it been unprotected? How could
it be when...?

After the trip we began to realize
the full-extent of the damage, we,
humans can cause to destroy the

beauty of our planet. One thing we
all tend to forget is that we can all
make a difference, every one of
us. So always remember, “One
World...One Chance”.

We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank Raj, Bridget,
Karen, Mrs. Banham, Mrs. Doss
and Mr. Rick Singer for organizing
and taking us on this fantastic trip.
We really had an amazing time.
Thank You!!

By: Kaneen and Sanjana 7A

Year 4

Leaving the world of
leaders and achievers
from the past behind,
Year 4 has leaped into
the chaos of a
Marketplace — their latest
program of inquiry. We
are looking at how we
trade to gain and make
connections in a market
place. The Year 4
students from different
countries have brought
their experiences to the
common knowledge pool
in the classroom, and this
has made the unit more
fun and interesting. In
fact, we are getting ready
to set up our own
marketplace. |In
preparation for it, one
student- Gunsu Lee, in
his free time, even made

a calculator! In reading,
we are wrapping up an
author study, where we
looked into the lives and
achievements of Roald
Dahl and Christopher Paul
Curtis.

“l like this unit because we
are learning about making
connections,” Paulina
Watson.

“I like to see how people
in different countries sell
in different ways. | wonder
what kind of things they
sell in different countries,”
Pailin Jaemsawang.

“Marketplace is interesting
because it involves selling,
and buying and trading,”
says Katharine Chua.

Year 5

Year 5 has just begun an exciting new inquiry
called, ‘Mask-a-rade'l They are learning about
how cultures express themselves through
dance, music, drama and art.

We are very interested in investigating mask
traditions and will be looking at different
examples from around the world. Some kind
teachers have loaned us their wonderful mask
collections and these have been displayed in
the classroom.

Year 5 students have been trying on Asian,
African and Native American masks and have
watched each other in awe as they transform
into totally different people!

“| felt like | was an African hunter when | was
wearing one of the masks! My Dad has a real
African mask at home too, with feathers and
everything!”

— David Hagens

“My favourite mask is the one that can go both
ways. It is made of wood and one side is sad
and the other is happy.”

— Abigail Scott

“l found trying on the masks exciting and fun.
When | tried them on, my friends couldn't stop
laughing!”

— Kim Yu Jeong

Year 8

Year 8 students have been inquiring into the question “Should
Antarctica be developed?” in their Global Education class. They
read several articles and considered views of different interest
groups that could want to develop Antarctica. The students
were divided into groups and prepared Power Point
presentations where they put forth their points of view.

“Global Education is always full of surprises and Antarctica
was the last subject | expected to do. Nonetheless, Antarctica
is like a time bomb that can barely be contained, but we can
change the outcome, and we will. Go Global Ed!!!”

- Prem M. 8A

“Learning about Antarctica was fun and it really opened up my
mind to all that was happening in the other corners of the world.

All Year 8s enjoyed
- Sumanth M. 8A

learning about Antarctica,”
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Updates from the Junior School

February created many wonderful memories for the Junior School. New students continue to join
us and new friendships are established. The celebrations of Chinese New Year were definitely
spectacular to say the least. The students made beautiful crafts and noise makers with their
homeroom teachers and the Mandarin teacher, Ms. Dana.

Chinatown here we come!

Students and parents from Year 1, 2, 3 and 6 enjoyed an adventure to Chinatown where they
learned more about the history of Chinese New Year and the festive spirit.
Brother gnd sister, Stacey and Zack said you can’t beat going on a Field Trip your first day of school
can you”

On February 5th everyone enjoyed the Student Performance.

The students will tell you the best part of the Chinese New Year was the Lion Dancers and being
able to enter the gym making as much noise as possible. The Junior School students were very
anxious to answer the quiz questions about the history and culture of the Chinese New Year
celebrations.

The month only got more exciting as February 18th approached. You could see it everywhere: Art,
Art, and more Art!!!! If there was a need for a Jr. Cowboy, we would have to have Matthew from
Y3 for sure. He did a great job mimicking the mime’s every move.

Music was in the air and several of our female students swayed right and left to African vibes,
Arabian music, and French melodies. In addition to performing arts, the students also enjoyed
creating spectacular ground art presentations at the entrance of the school. It is amazing to see
what can be created from egg cartons, bottle tops, forks & spoons, aluminum cans, drink cartons,
and plastic bottles.

Questioning some of the February enrolment students how their first month of school was and all
they could say was WOW, This is GREAT!

Anti-Drug Awareness
DANCE WORKS Competition

The Year 5 & 6 dancers came home with the “MOST ENERGETIC GROUP” trophy. We were
very proud of their sportsmanship as they clapped and cheered for all of the groups.

Congratulations to the dance members:
Clancy, Alicia, Juana, Astrid, Bushra, Valeria, Felita, Alejandra, Summer and Andrea.
Way to go ERIS Dancers!

On 22 February, five Yr 10 students from ERIS - Tiara, Janice, Seonaid, Hannah and Cheng Hou -
participated in the 2nd edition of the UNR held at Chatsworth International School. This collaborative
CAS activity was organized for IB students. Nine international schools participated in this project,
which aimed to raise awareness of homelessness in Asia. The actual experience of going without
food and shelter for a period of time (14 hours) was aimed to develop in students an empathy towards
the homeless. Students also raised funds, did a presentation on the charity to which the funds would
go, and listened to talks. These activities sought to increase the participants’ awareness of the many
varied challenges faced by others beyond our shores. Team activities like multiple rounds of quizzes
and building towers with newspaper were planned to promote interaction among the students from
different schools. Of course, the students were required to build their own shelters. Some built ‘homes’
with ‘roofs’; some had ‘walls’ while others had to contend with sleeping on pieces of cardboard simply
strewn on the Asroturf. With no handphones, ipods, TV or computers, most of these energetic
teenagers chatted the night away, while others laughed, played cards, or walked about...Only very
late into the night did some succumb to tiredness and fell asleep. Others lasted the night without
catching a wink!!!

Come morning, the participants had to clean up the area before they were reunited with their
belongings, ending their stint at ‘homelessness’. For these five students and Mrs. Aplin, McDonald’s
beckoned!!
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Pre-School

The curriculum for ERIS Pre-School is designed
to cover all areas of the child’'s development,
physical, intellectual, emotional and social. New
subjects have recently been added to the preschool
timetable which will really enhance the childrens’
development in these areas.

Physical:

The children love their swimming classes and we
have some real talents amongst our young
students. All of the children are developing
confidence and improving their stamina and
techniques. I’'m sure we have some future school
champions in our midst! We have also begun
weekly PE sessions in the gym which is proving
to be a huge hit with the children. They are having
great fun as well as displaying huge amounts of
energy! So far we are focussing on basic skills to
develop hand eye coordination, balance and
movements with control. Team games and further
skills will be introduced over the next few weeks
in preparation for the upcoming sports day on the
18th of March. Of course, the daily playground
sessions continue to be a big part of each day —
the children are loving the challenges of the new
playground equipment!

Intellectual:
Just look at the smiling faces of the children at
work in the preschool! We encourage the children
to be active learners. They are shown how to work
with materials and how to make discoveries for
themselves.

Here you can see budding scientists,
mathematicians and authors hard at work! Currently
in the classes there seems to be a surge of children
taking off with reading. There is such enthusiasm
in the classes and it is wonderful to see children
reading to one another or even coming to the office
to read their latest book to me. The new IT lessons
are proving to be a big success. Many of the children
are new to this, but of course are taking to it
remarkably quickly. Nothing fazes these children!
At the moment we are just getting the children used
to the basics, switching on, handling the mouse
and thumb pad, pointing and clicking, etc. Very
soon we will introduce programmes designed for
preschool children to help develop further skills.

Emotional and Social:

We have several new children who have joined us
recently and it is wonderful to see the older children
showing them around and explaining things to them.
Sometimes the teachers almost feel redundant! The
weekly assemblies are an opportunity for the children
from all 3 classes to come together to sing and to
present some of their latest theme work to the rest
of the children. Lately the children have been
learning all about Europe. Many of the children are
becoming wonderful public speakers! Speaking of
singing, we are having weekly sessions of music,
speech and drama with each class. The class
teachers are doing a wonderful job of encouraging
the children to reinact stories, role play, dance and
sing. Great fun for all!
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Pre-School Students Broaden Their
Knowledge Through Expressive Arts
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House Election

The objectives of the House system are:

A chieve excellence in sports

C reate an exciting atmosphere for friendly rivalry

T est our strengths and limitations

I nstill team spirit

V alue skills and talents in sports and games

I nspire mutual respect in competitive situations

T reasure healthy and friendly competition

| ntegrate our classes and year groups in common goals

E levate awareness in sports and games

S timulate informal interaction between students and faculty

On a Friday afternoon immediately after lunch, the House election for Middle & High Schools
to elect the House Captains went into full swing. Flags of the four Houses were seen flying at
the various sites where students from the respective houses gathered. There was excitement
all round. Both Ayer (blue) and Angin (yellow) houses were on opposite sides of the gym. Loud
house cheers were traded between them! Some houses have started early to get organized with
even more leaders to assist with the house responsibilities by electing supporting leaders such

as the Vice Captains. The results are as follows:

Red/Api

House Captains:
Sung Jae Park

Blue/Ayer

House Captains:
Erika A V Guerro
Lluch Barroga

House Captains:
Leigh Maxwell Alexander
Kim Ju Young

House Captains:
Gerald Tao
Angela Plumb
Vice-Captains:
Shaun Hoeylandt
Tiara Verhoef

Vice-Captains:

Vice-Captains: Vice-Captains:
Alexander Robb

Ebato Kai Adil Hassan Ansari
Yap Le Wen

Junior School House Captains were elected on February 29th.
A special thank you to all our JS candidates for the wonderful presentations.

Congratulations to our Junior School HOUSE CAPTAINS:

Red/Api

Blue/Ayer
House Captains:

House Captains: House Captains:

House Captains:

Victoria Johnston Clancy Ryan Yasmin Stinson Astrid Moya
Aditya Reyshanth Nikolas Alejandro
Paruliangui Subramaniam Xanthopoulas Cortes

More activities are planned in the coming Term. It will be an exciting
time for students to rally for their Houses as competitions are
organized!

Field Trip to Chinatown

January 31st Year 6A & 6B
February 4th Year 1 Red & Year 1 Blue
February 4th Year 2 & Year 3
All aboard!

For some of our younger students, this was their first field trip ever!
It was very exciting boarding the big 49 seater bus. Everyone was assigned a buddy and
supervised by adult chaperones and teachers.

The students left ERIS with a lot of energy. Once they arrived at Chinatown, they joined
hands with their partners and off they went. Taking in several history lessons as they walked
along the beautiful passageway they learned many interesting things about the culture. The
weather tempted everyone to stop for a cool drink or a refreshing ice cream. In between the
sites, everyone had an opportunity to check out the sales. Shopping is fun for all ages!

It was plain to see that everyone had a lot of fun. The adults had just as much fun as the
students!
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Middle and High School

As | write this article, Term 3 is drawing swiftly to a close and our thoughts are already on August 2008
and beyond. January and February have flown by with many exciting events and memorable moments
for Middle and High School students to recall.

Year 7 journeyed to Malaysia to study ecology and humanities in a real but unfamiliar environment.
Their reports and photos are featured elsewhere but by engaging with the people and the environment
of Sedili Besar they demonstrated many admirable qualities. As potential IB learners, they showed
themselves to be risk-takers, caring, communicators, open-minded and knowledgeable.

Back in school, Middle and High School students involved themselves fully in several celebrations and
festivals. Chinese New Year is a major event for millions and has a special place in the Singapore year,
so our students prepared performances of song and dance to complement the traditional Lion Dance
which opened the ERIS festivities. Details appear elsewhere within these pages. More recently, the
creativity of our students has been explored and exhibited in our Arts Festival, culminating in the two
day Open House event.

Collectively and individually, our students continue to learn and strive for excellence in sciences, the
arts, languages and humanities as well as physical and practical endeavours. Middle and High School
students have answered thousands of mathematics problems online as part of a contest for World Math
Day. Others took part in a student-made video to recognize the diversity of language amongst our
student body and mark International Mother Language Day. Another group from Y10 joined nearly 200
other international school students in sleeping ‘Under No Roof’ to recognize the plight of the homeless
in our society.

Middle and High school staff continue to meet, plan and develop courses and resources to support and
enhance the programmes we provide. See the IB Diploma article elsewhere for more information.
Language and literacy figure high on our agenda, with growing support for students’ mother tongues
as well as targeted classes to improve English skills. Literacy Week in March will highlight the importance
of the printed word for every aspect of learning.

Evaluation is a key part of the educational process, whether conducted by students through peer and
self-assessment, or by teachers and administrators. Middle and High School students will sit ‘mock’exams
in March to practice for IGCSE, AS and A-levels coming in May and June. Before that, our first three-
way conferences take place on Thursday 20 March, to ensure that achievement and progress is
effectively communicated. More about these in the next issue.

Cashless
Canteen

Our young students feel very grown-up as
they use their Student Card to make
their snack & lunch purchases.
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hypocrisy. This 1994 Newbery Medalwi

to give up their humanity in order to create a more stable society.

c h ool
n s el or

It Takes a Village to Raise a Child
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PS/3s

2008/09 Calendar
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PS/J3s

MS/HSs

Bhutanese Officials visit
E R International School

Eight members of the Bhutanese Royal Education Council
concluded a week long review of the Singaporean
Educational System with a visit to ERIS, the only
International School in their program. Their visit included
an overview of the organization and programmes of ERIS
and a tour of the facilities.

IB Diploma Programme — progress report

E R International school is a candidate school* for the Diploma programme. This school is pursuing
authorization as an IB World School. These are schools that share a common philosophy—a commitment
to high quality, challenging, international education that E R International school believes is important for
our students.

On February 25, 26 and 27, E R International School hosted an Authorization Visit by two experienced IBO
educators. Their brief was to establish whether ERIS is ready to offer the IB Diploma Programme in August
2008. The visit included detailed discussions with administrators, teachers, parents and students to follow
up our December application.

Since last August, teachers have been preparing course outlines, attending official IB workshops in
Singapore, New Delhi, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur and Shanghai and studying other aspects of the
programme in regular ERIS staff meetings. All of these formed part of the discussions with the visiting team.

As always, there are tasks which have been completed and others that still lie ahead. The visiting team’s
report will obviously mention them. It must now pass through the Regional Director and ultimately the
Director General in Geneva. We expect to know the outcome in late March, but we are confident that it
will be positive. In the meantime we will continue to plan for August and update you just as soon as we
can.

*Only schools authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) as IB World Schools can
offer any of its three academic programmes: the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle Years
Programme (MYP), or the Diploma Programme. Candidate status gives no guarantee that authorization
will be granted.
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Art Week At ERIS

Students celebrated their first Art Festival with a week-long celebration of ERIS’ thriving arts
scene with special events, concerts, art shows, dance, street art and more.
Students were involved in pottery making and Ika batik, while the Pre-School and Junior School
students used recycled material to create Ground Art made popular by the artist Andy Goldsworthy.
To add more excitement, the school invited professional artists to share their skills to inspire the
children during the week.

Students displayed their artifacts around the school and they also produced some amazing visual
and performing art in their classrooms as they studied and discussed the styles of both local and
international artists.

Friday was the culmination of all of the work done through the week with excellent student
performances played on stage throughout the day.

We saw the expression of a lot of talent not just from the students but also from the staff.

8 EXCELSIOR - Towards Excellence

Art.....Art and More

Art

Celebrating International
Mother Tongue’s day!

At the Junior School, Mother Tongue Day was celebrated in different ways. In some
classrooms teachers had parents translate commonly used words and words to identify
areas in the class room, in their different languages.

Year Six looked at a fable from Africa and made it into a script using 18 different
languages. They then performed this during Art Week. What an outstanding job they
did. It was difficult as everyone spoke in a different language! But they had fun!!

In other classes students greeted each other in a language other than their own. Some
students brought the translation of daily used words in their language and went over it
in class.
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